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Poranki Dakshina Murty recently translated Into Teiugu An Autobiography of a Yogi with subtle
understanding and sensitivity which the original demanded.
INFORMATIVE WRITING
Encyclopaedias
As early as in 1913, Komarraju Venkata Laxmana Rau (1877-1923) pioneered the publication
of the first Teiugu encyclopaedia. Modelled on the Encyclopaedia Bntiamca. this Teiugu
encyclopaedia - Andhra Vijnana Sarvaswamu - was the imaginative child of Komarraju. a scholar
in Sanskrit, Teiugu, Marathi and English, Unfortunately, me project came to an end whtn
he passed away and only three volumes, covering the first lottor in tho alphabet, could be
published (1915, 1916 and 1917), The project was continued by Kasmadhunt Nagoswara Rao,
the editor of Andhra Patrika, Instead of continuing with tho preparation and publication of tha
rest of the volumes, Nageswara Rao, himself a scholar and patron of loiters, deemed It fit
to revise the already published volumes, by adding now matter and maps end illustration*.
Two revised volumes were published in 1932 and 1934. Death snaichod him away and tha
project was abandoned.
The second venture in preparing an encyclopaedia was mode by Kandukuri Prasadaraya
Bhupaludu, Zamlndar of Devidl, who, single-handedly, prepared and published a 7-volume
encyclopaedia, Sri Andhra Vijnanamu, between 1938 and 1941 Though it was the work
of a single invidiual, it has presented a wide range of information, especially on ancient
Indian thought. However, the editor-compiler deemed It appropriate to publish tome arUdai
on modern scientific subjects in English and thus limited the scope and use of a Teiugu
encyclopaedia.
During the same period, there appeared some works of encyclopaedic naturt, each on*
devoted to a specific subject. Purva Qathataharl (In 2 volumes) by Varanati Srinivasa Rao
provided information on Hindu myths, epics and legends against entries of mythological
characters and is a reference work of great Importance. Another work la Andhra Sarvaawairv
(in one volume, 1942) edited by M. Bapineedu, which contains a profile of the Teiugu land.
In the wake of independence in 1947 came the Teiugu Bhasha Samlthi which took upon
itself the publishing of an authentic, 15-volume encyclopaedia In Teiugu aa its major activity.
Under the able supervision of B. Qopala Reddy aa president and Moturi Satyanarayana as
secretary, K was decided that each volume of the encyclopaedia, vtjnana Sarvaswamu. should
be devoted to one specific subject or a group of allied subjects (such at literature, history
and politics, medicine, engineering, etc.), Q.V. Srtapatl, M,V. Narasimha Swamy and M,
Somasekhara Sarma were entrusted with the work of compiling the volumea. The first volume
appeared in 1954 and the 14th in 1979. The work done by the Samtthi la commendable
in commissioning and publishing articles on all the major aspects of human knowledge by
various specialist* In the field, and thus making the volumes really encyclopaedic to natur*
Bhasha Samtthl'a work is now undertaken by the Komarraju Venkata Laxmana Rau VTjnans